Face to Face

Justan ordinary fo

OM the moment
wa gatiled on the
ficor for cups of cof

ily may havea oom hined
mnltitude of dlaabiliiies
but all ehallenpes are
conguered with posltive
thinking, love and o doss
of gnod hirmonr,

dohn  Coufls &nd
Leawns snd  Clayion
Crofts live at Springtield
and four nmtionally and
Internuationally, inspir-
ing thonsands with their vivid

stoties,

John was born “the gize of &
coca ools can®™ and not expected
b live one day lsl alone 35 years.

"I was born with legs ol de-
farmed and bent oul of shape,
(thay) never, eves worked right
from day one,” he explained.

“The doctors told my parents T
ﬂ:‘:;r rJ|:u:- hope of living the first

Clayton has shunted hydmo-
céphalus, cerchral palsy and
antinm.

“Everybody else ia built with
anaulgmatic valve thet geis rid
of thelr Milds bot mine dldn't
work proparly so 1 had to pet
what's called a shint,” Clayion
explained candidiy.

“There's & pump in my brain
and there's s valve (with tuhing)

Into' my stomach.and in my
mmu_ thara's six foot af tub-

Lesnne was told Clayion
would “never wall, tallc sator
idrink".

Bhe gaid he could not crawl
until he was three and was
whealebalr bound,
ull:jn.um_un'umm wht:.i.t he
und bounds.

Fagerly chaiting and jokiog
with John, who alfectionataly
calls him “my lHttie trifects', 1t
was not hard to see why Clayton
was voted junlor ichool captain
at Woodlerest Colloge this year,

spoken, as evidanced by

" "!T when | get Ll'[.‘.:
oesn't phassa me in
Jiasl. "hesaid

= think, “well, this is my
opinion’ and that's af] |
nesd o know, They can
call ma whatever they
wanl a8 long as I know
what klind of perdon] am
Inmyown heart”

Bchool was more diffi-
cult for John whao
endured a “falr amommt™
of bullying when hae
bwgan in Years.

I pottied upand thrown o the
binand the bin was set on fire, ™
e saiid,

“In high school § had my Jogs
ill cui open with ragor hlades
during an exam  I've put all
those challenges bahind me to
ik om weifh ™

"0ur goal is to inspire one
son everyday and ifwe unpz
that it's bean s great day,” John

And the message is simpls:
make the most of 1ife mnd malke
things hapgen.

“Ir wecando it why can't yoo ™
hesaid. t

Leanns Crofts and Jehn Coutls pric
Ing family™.

4 Springfisld tamily John Cootis
sanda with thelr storles.

N BEtwhen oversass 10w,
Crofisarmin training fors fun
Loesl,
The limily planto ralss &40
Eirendy sicurad Astralian ol
e’ e differen ol esl
fyorocaphnlue, smpitss. s
haz, & viary palrful fhusc e obn
LB ey L Ering iy e, the tar
profiie celsbritles for the ews
Glbsan, They hale alroody raiss
ing the QLD Growup. Forest Lok:
' donats money . oall 3818




