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Inspiring family takes the

g

L]

top honours

BT
® iohn Coutis with Witk Leanne and son Clayton 8t Spengfield during last year's charity wak,

SPRINGFIELD'S  Johmn,
Leanne @and Clayton
Comtis have sharad a pres-
tigious siate award for
their insplrational cour-
nge.

The three share the

Family of the
Year Awrard with
Lepnme's mnthier,
Darothy Saras.

John, 34, had hath legs
emputated just below the
hip.

Hix modler-in-law
Dorothy  has fihro-
myalgla, a conditdon
charscterised by chronic
fatigue and muscls pain.

Ten-yoaar-nld Clayton
was born  with hydre-
cephalus, ar fuld in the
hrain.

Liast year the amily
walked From Ipswich to
the (rold Coast to rakse
money and awareness for
hydrocephealus, ampotees
and fAbromyalgia.

The 120lm frip, ©tom-
pleted im sevem davs,
ralsed about §40,000,
The walk took the fam-
i1y through their own sub-
urk, where students at
Wonderest College gave
them & rousing recepilon.
Leanne said the Family
of the Year Award was an

showed the importance of
n Family sticliing
together.

“We have o lot of chal-
lengos to overcoms,” she
middl

i wonld have boen
easy to put up our hands
and sy 1 W too hard.

“We all help nach ol ber
out, The challenges pull
us together. 'We inspire
other famikies.”

Ipswich ity Councillor
David Morrison (Division
1) said he nominated the
Coutls [amily hecanse
they were an inspirmtion.

“Despite the hardships
ithey face themselwes (hey
are always willing to help
others,” ©Cr Morrison
madd.




